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Evan M. Glazer, Ph.D. 
President & CEO
Established by the State of Illinois to develop talent 
and leadership in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, the Illinois Mathematics and 
Science Academy is internationally recognized for 
inspiring, challenging and nurturing students who use 
their exceptional abilities to improve people’s lives. 
IMSA’s academically advanced residential program 
enables exceptional students in grades 10-12 to reach 
extraordinary levels of achievement.
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IMSA fosters the 
discoverers. The thinkers. 
The problem-solvers of  
the future who can  
change the world.
Our mission is to ignite and nurture creative, ethical, scientific minds that advance the 
human condition. We are a diverse community that promotes curiosity and exploration. 
We’re about more than great college prospects and great jobs, we’re about making 
our families proud. We’re about a better world for everyone through immersive 
learning experiences.
IMSA has consistently ranked among the Best College Prep 
Public High Schools in America by Niche.com.
#1 of 661  
Best College Prep Public High School in Illinois
#1 of 300 
Best High Schools for STEM in Illinois
#1 of 703 
Best Public High School Teachers in Illinois
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Here at IMSA, you will have the chance to find your 
passion both inside and outside of the classroom to 
help you find a greater sense of vision and reach your 
true potential.
IMSA’s nationally ranked faculty and unique, hands-
on approach to learning allows you to take your 
education into your own hands. Advanced course 
offerings allow you to challenge yourself while also 
pursuing your fields of interest. Topics of interest 
include:
• Android App Development: Learn to create an 
Android project using Android studio and build 
a debuggable version of the app. Be introduced 
to Android architecture and the key principles 
underlying design.
• Cancer Biology: Get an in-depth look at the effect 
of cancer on the human body from cell regulation 
and tumor formation, to the diagnosis and 
treatment of cancer.
• Differential Equations: Study differential 
equations that represent and model a wide variety 
of real-world situations. Discover a number of 
approaches to analytic and numeric solutions 
of differential equations while simultaneously 
investigating the models with computer software.
• History of Technology and Culture: Explore the 
origins, driving forces, and consequences of 
technological change. Learn why innovation 
happens, how the technologies work, and how the 
innovations touch every facet of life.
Discover what you love.
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At IMSA, you can spend one day a week 
exploring your passions outside the classroom. 
This day, commonly referred to as an Inquiry Day 
(I-Day), will be spent developing your interests 
through research or internships.
• Student Inquiry and Research (SIR) 
Program: You will conduct hands-on 
research in fields from artificial intelligence 
to microbiology to sociology. 
• IMSA Internship Program: You will intern 
at tech startups, connect with community 
organizations, and even come up with an 
idea for your own business venture.
• Intersession: Once a year, you will have the 
opportunity to explore topics outside of the 
offered curriculum for one week between 
first and second semester. These topics 
include math and science, cultural studies, 
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Located in suburban Aurora, IMSA’s 
campus consists of 7 residence halls 
spread across 97 acres. While living and 
learning on campus, you will make new 
friends, encounter new ideas, and learn 
to live independently. You will also have 
the opportunity to explore over 75 clubs, 
organizations, and IHSA sponsored co-
curriculars and athletic programs offered at 
IMSA.
Each hall is staffed by professional, live-on 
staff members called Resident Counselors. 
These Resident Counselors, or RCs, will help 
you navigate your home away from home 
through their Residential Life Curriculum. 
Through this curriculum you will build 
leadership skills and jump-start your social 
life while developing independence and 
responsibility in and out of the classroom. 
You will find that the residence halls are 
where all of the elements of IMSA fuse into 
one dynamic living and learning experience.
At IMSA’s residential Academy, you will be 
part of a community of 652 diverse students 
who are passionate about learning. When you 
live alongside others, you create life-long 
friendships. You build your confidence and 
self-reliance.
Live and grow.
View all the 
current clubs and 
organizations at 
imsa.edu/activities.
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At IMSA, you will be immersed in a safe, nurturing environment. With the help of our 
resident counselors, you will jump-start your social life and build lasting friendships.
24 Hour 
Security Officers






Take the Virtual 
Tour of Campus!
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Celebrate each  
other’s differences.
IMSA fosters and nurtures a safe, affirming and responsive environment where students feel 
they have value, the opportunity to contribute their best work and the ability to realize their full 
potential.  We value all cultures, celebrate each other’s differences, and believe that diverse 
perspectives enrich understanding.  We work to ensure that our policies, practices, programs, 
resources, services, decisions, and interactions are constructed through an equity lens.
At IMSA, we recognize and acknowledge the historical underrepresentation and marginalization 
of culturally, linguistically, and economically diverse groups (CLED), both universally, and 
particularly in STEM education and professions. We are committed to advancing equity in STEM 
education and creating a diverse, inclusive community of global citizens. At IMSA, students 
realize their full potential as we execute our mission to advance the human condition through a 
model of Equity and Excellence. 
You will connect. You will grow. You will make a difference.
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Visualize your future.
IMSA will challenge you with a rigorous 
curriculum designed to foster a love of 
life-long learning, problem solving, and 
critical thinking. As you collaborate with 
your friends in classrooms, internships, and 
research opportunities, you will also meet 
criteria for admission to the nation’s most 
selective colleges and universities. With 
innovative learning methods, close access 
to teachers and collaboration with partners 
outside of IMSA, you will leave equipped to 
realize your full potential. 
Notable Alumni Include:
Sam Yagan ‘95
Co-Founder of Corazon Capital, 
Co-Founder of SparkNotes & 
OkCupid, Former CEO of Match 
Group (MTCH)
Michael Peil ‘90
Founding Vice Dean  
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• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
• University of Illinois at Chicago
• Northwestern University
• Case Western Reserve University
• University of Chicago
• Illinois Institute of Technology
• Saint Louis University
• Washington University in St Louis
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology
• Vanderbilt University
• Carnegie Mellon University
• California Institute of Technology
• Stanford University




• University of Southern California
• Michigan State University
• Iowa State University
Top 20 Colleges Attended 
by IMSA Graduates:
Dr. Carl Earl Lambert, Jr. ‘03
Rush University Family Physician; 
Director, Family Medicine 
Leadership Program and
Director, Service Learning,  
Rush Medical College
Sabrina Gonzalez  
Pasterski ’10
Built an Airplane at 13, 
Professor of Physics at 27
Dr. Neha Narula ‘99
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COST
IMSA is tuition-free, with no charge for room and board. An annual student fee is assessed based on 
family size and income. No student is ever refused because of the inability to pay.
ELIGIBILITY
IMSA serves students grades 10-12. Applicants who are in 8th or 9th grade are applying for entrance 
into 10th grade at IMSA. Eligible applicants must:
• Be an Illinois resident.
• Be enrolled in or have completed the equivalent of Algebra 1 and a high school equivalent  
science course.
• Not be enrolled beyond the 9th grade.
• Have a completed application file.
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Complete the online application at imsa.edu. The application will include:
• Activity and Awards List
• Student Essays
• Evaluation Forms from Teachers
• School Counselor Form, including transcripts from the past 2 ½ years
• Parent Statement
• SAT testing will not be required for a completed application file. For more 
information, please visit imsa.edu/apply.
APPLY BY FEBRUARY 15 AT IMSA.EDU/ADMISSIONS
Students admitted to IMSA must show a history of academic achievement, 
involvement in leadership and extracurricular activities and a demonstrated 
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